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CHIEF CONGIUSTA: Today's date is 

January 28th, 2002. The time is 1115 hours. 

This is Battalion Chief Frank Congiusta of 

the Safety Battalion of the New York City 

Fire Department. I'm conducting an 

interview with the following individual. 

Please state your name. 

FIREFIGHTER LONG: Kirk Long. 

CHIEF CONGIUSTA: Kirk Long is a 
firefighter assigned to Engine 1 of the New 

York City Fire Department. We are at the 

quarters of Engine 1. This interview is 

regarding the events of September 11th, 

2001. 

Q. Tell us your story. 

A. The alarm came in while we were coming 
back from an EMS run. It was before 9:00 in the 
morning. They had stated that a plane went into 
the towers. As we passed Sixth Avenue, we could 
see the World Trade towers, and we could see 
smoke coming from the towers. I kind of told the 
guys on the back step it was probably a terrorist 
attack because it was too nice of a day for this 


to happen. 
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Arriving at the World Trade towers, we 
went to the command post. We talked to Chief 
Pfeifer. Lieutenant Desperito talked to him in 
the lobby. 

Q. Of the north tower? 

A. Of the north tower. 

Q. How did you get in there? 

A. We walked through the main doors. I'm 
not too familiar with that area down there. At 
that time there was a lot of glass laying around. 
Mostly we were watching people diving off the top 
of the building than we were watching where we 
were walking in. 

Again, we went to the command post with 
Andy Desperito. They gave him the fire warden's 
phone to use when we got to the 11th floor, to 
the 22nd floor, which they told us there was a 
command post with the Port Authority on the 22nd 
floor. 

We made it up to the 22nd floor. We 
stood there for a couple minutes. I believe Andy 
Desperito talked to the battalion through the 
fire warden phones. We did locate somebody at 


the end of the hall, but everything was blown 
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out. The ceiling had fallen. The drop ceiling 
had blown to the floor. Some of the walls were 
blown out. So Andy and I had crawled down the 
hallway to get to the Port Authority command 
post. 

After that we went back to the members, 
and when the building started to shake. I don't 
remember anybody telling us to get out, but there 
was a Port Authority person with us and I believe 
he had orders to leave. Again, I think that's 
maybe why we were going. 

Let me see what else. 

Q. Do you know what stairway it was? 

A. I believe it was B. Again, I was 
watching every person coming down, looked at 
their face, just to make them happy that they 
were getting out and we were going in and 
everything was okay. 

We were also with 16 Engine on the 22nd 
floor. When the building shook, I was right next 
to an elevator shaft with Andy, crawling down the 
hallway. I was waiting for a flame to come up 
from the basement because I believed something in 


the basement blew up. Nothing like that 


K. LONG 5 


happened, so I was waiting for a flame to come 
down from a plane. Nothing like that happened. 
Still at that time I never knew that the south 
tower had gone down. 

I guess at that time we talked to the 
Port Authority. I believe he had to leave, so I 
think we were going as well. So Engine 1 and 
Engine 16 start to walk down the stairs with the 
Port Authority. We came across a lady named 
Josephine. 

I helped her out for a while. I really 
don't remember what floor she was on. I was 
helping her out. I was blocking traffic a little 
bit, so they told me to go ahead and go and the 
next group of guys were going to get her. 

Walking down the stairs, sharing my 
mask with a PB officer, a girl. She was having a 
tough time breathing. So I gave her my mask to 
use on the way down. 

Also I came across an aide from the 2nd 
Battalion. Castano I think his name was. I did 
some work in his house years ago on Staten 
Island. Like I said, he was in the 2nd 


Battalion. He was in the stairwell waiting for 
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the chief, and then he was going to come down 
with us. 

Making our way down the stairs, there 
wasn't too many people around. We were like the 
only company coming down. We reached the lobby. 
Again, somebody there told us to leave. I can't 
remember that part. 

There was a heavyset lady at the front 
doe trying to get out. There was so much broken 
glass. So I took my gear off, laid it on the 
ground so she could roll out and get out of the 
building. As I was leaving, there were still 
guys running in. 

I get outside, still helping people 
out, still not knowing the south tower had gone 
down. We get outside, help some old man out. We 
helped him halfway down the block, I guess. We 
heard a noise like the plane was still coming 
in -- like another plane was coming in. We 
turned around to look, and that's when our 
building was going down. 

I was covered up with debris. I 
couldn't see anything, couldn't talk, choking 


from all the dust. I had my cylinder, but of 
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course I was out of air from walking down all the 
steps and helping out the PB officer. 

Another firefighter found me laying on 
the ground. He helped me to another building, 
which this was some clean air inside the 
building. There was a lot of mothers and babies 
there. I was ready to leave. They were a little 
shook up because I was covered up with all this 
dust. 

I was leaving, and they started to cry. 
They didn't want me to go without them. So I 
stayed for maybe 10 or 15 minutes until it 
cleared up a little bit. Then I walked them over 
to the west side where there were boats and fresh 
air. 

After that I cleaned up with the rest 
of the members of Engine 1, all but Andy 
Desperito, which I later found out that day that 
he made it out but he didn't survive. 

Later we talked to the chief, let him 
know who was alive and who was missing. Then we 
reported back to Engine 1 just because of 
everything was going on. And that's about -- 


Q. That's about it? 
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A. That's about it, yeah. 
Q. Anything else you want to say? 
A. Not that I can remember now, no. 
Q. Thanks a lot for your cooperation. I 
appreciate it. 
CHIEF CONGIUSTA: It's 25 after 11, and 


that's the end of this interview. 


